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New Farm Plants
Work of the United States Department of Agricuiture.

GUY ELLIOTT MITCHELL.

A feature of the work of the De
partment of Agriculture which !whl.:
out enormotis promise is the work of
foreign agricultural exploration and
the Introduction of new and rare seeuls
and plants

Amerivan agricalture is a compara-
tively new thing, Our climatic anil
soll comlitions are largely Jifferent]
from thuse of oll countries whence
our fathers came, and the bulk of our
agricultural products have been intros
duced from abroad, D se ol dnid-
dies did it Iwefore U=, Is & sitheiont ex-
cuse for the majority ol
ahead planting swl cultivating in the
game old way, bt = a matter of fact
the originnl produeers of auy of our
common ctops, @& hdeed or two v
dred years age, may have started
wrong or have startml in some particu
lar locality with some particular erop
pot very well adaptivl o that see
tion. For two hundes] years onr an- |
cestors may huve been making a 1y
Ing by growing that crop. and yet it}
may be that In some section of Franee, |
or perhaps Turkestan, where the sl
and cllmate exnctly  corvespomls. 2
particular plaut Is being grown toslay |
which I& far superior ag o money pro-
ducer.

This Is not a mere theory, for every
Httle while some ngricultueal explorer
of the Department =omds in a new
specles, or perbaps merely @ new varlk
ety of some comion graln. for in
stance, whilelh upou trial proves te be
a wuch heavier umd  beter yviekder
than the kimd that our farmers have
been growing sinee the Tmdians ocen
pled the lamd,

Secretury Wilson takes much stack
in his agricultural explorers, and he
has sowe energetie young wen who
are both bLotauists awd Huogulsts and
have bLecome nlmost ns familiar with
the agricaltural productions of sowe
little known aud dittleult o reach eor
ners of the globe gs they are with the
farms of the United Sttes, The writer
I8 Indebted to David G Falrehild for

e o g0

an jptensely interesting tlk on forelgn

—————————= |

bave in mind, becavse we bhave only a
very swall supply of the pew seed for
test, 2l net cnough this year for dis-
tribution. but our agents have tried it
I varions states, gl in every intance
I theink eipriment was -
telligently madde, 1he yvield of the pew
variety was very much larger.”

wiwre the

The Dates of Persia.

Mr. Falrchild has made plant ex-
tlorations through many of the most
interesting countries of the globe—
Peru, where the loeas otee practiced
dgriculmre and irvigation on a splen-
did seale; Chill, a temperate country,
where many plants werey fonmd salt-
able for our conditions; China, India,
Chaldea, amd nomerous others, A the
lust pliee. near Bagdad, are fouml the
lmmense date groves of the land of
Babylon, where are produeed probaoly
thiree-fourths of all the dates of cowm-
wierce. These vast date forests extend
for a distunee of seventy miles up and
down the Tlgris. Many tine date suck-
vrs were obtnined by Mr.  Faleehild
and shipped to the United Rates, and
are now growing in Arizonn, and =ome
day the grear Colorado river of our
Southwest, where the conditions are
exactly faverable for daie growing.
may not oply produce all the dates
which Ameriea uses, but export this
wholesoine  fruit. Duates  ploked,
packed  aud  slupped by Awerlean
methods will bring a higher price than
the lwported products, which, If the
history of their packing were known,
might not be eaten with such avidity

by the fastldlous, The saccharine of
the date itself cures or candies the
frult, and some of the trees which
bave already fruited in Arizonn and
California bave yielded very fancy and
tine dates, For a long time to come,
all of the dates produeed in the United
States will come from the Tigris and
North Afrlean trees, lwported through
the depurtment, aud thelr progeny—
date  suelers—will command fancy

prices

» in ou nte.
Lex t t oroamental
plaui eld. but they are prob
ably the most useful wood in Japan,
not only for the making of fancy fur-
ulture and knick-knacks, but for al-
oSt every use. “Tell me what you
an use wood for,” sald Mr. Fairchild,
qand 1 will tell you what use the
Japanese can wake of bamboo.”

Nt

Better Than the Congreasional
Free Seed Farce.

Dozens of other emmel)
ing and promising plants wi
guantities purchased and s«
for tests.  The number of th
coverles and Introductions is so
amd such an exhaustive test is lu
case made hy the Department bel
any thing s recommended for It u %
tion, that it is practienlly useless ful'{
farnwrs or fruit growers to write the
Department for samples of the strange
and Interesting things which lis agri-
cultural explorers have sccurad, and
which are desceribed from time to time
in the magazines. Until any product
has been tested and Is determined to
be practicable for growth in the
United States, It s not possible to se-
cure any seeds or spechimens, In faet,
the Department has none.  Those that
are sent o are immediately distributed
amwong the Government experiment
stations and to a few practical grow-
ers who ure especially able to properly
attemd to the experiments under the
direetion of the Department.  How-
ever, the poassibllities of these tests are
very great, and Copgress would be
well warrnnusl In diverting some of
the Imwense aunual appropriation for
“free seeds” lnto thix channel of Intro-
dueing to Awerican farmers something
which may prove of real and vational
wenefit,
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Htmesereht's aldint.

No Resignation for Secrelary
Wilson,

There are many good and suficlent
Seceetary Wilson whom
the sensationalists have indirectiy it
not directly beld accountable for the
cottou scandal in Lis Department, will
not resign. ' Whether or not Mr. Wilson
is even indirectly responsible for the
erimingl doings of trusied employes,
he ig the mau direetly responsible for
a most woiderful development and eve-
lution in the Department of Agricul-
ture. And a mun who ¢an revolution-
lze agriculture in an agricultural na-
tion in a space of eight years and with-
al win the coufidence of the farmers
generally ean not be spared.

regsais wWhy

SECRETANLY OF

WILSON,
AGRICULTURE.

JAMES

Perbiaps the most striking charae
teristie of the lnte President MeRinley
wius bis gsound Jodgment of men amd
his ability to surround himself with
the ablest counscliors obtalnable, We
owe to thils keenness in recognizing un-
usual aldlity the lntroduction oo the
Cabinet of Seeretary Hay of the Siate
Diepartment.  Sceretary Root of the
War Departwent, Secretury Taft as
Governor of the Philippines and later
Seerctary of War, and Secretary Wil
son of the Department of Agriculture.
All of these won marked suecess, Mr.
Hay beenme our foremoest diplowat, it
wot the workd's: Mre, Root earried the
burden of @ war upon his shoulders and
at the sime thoe reorgianized lis great
Departient and the army ; and Judge
Talt's wlministration in the Philip-
pines wis so able and suceessful that it
hronght i o place  in President
With Mr. Root
lie is now talked of for President, and
it not thut, u place on the Supreme
Rench,

But of services rendered the country
looking to its internal development,
that of Mr. Wilson in the great and
surpassing domuin of agricalture has
never been equalled. He came to the
Cabivet both o proctival farmer il a
trained scientist. Prom the tail end of
the Cabinet Departments he has ralsed
the Ministry of Agriculture to a con-
spicuous  position, ontshining several
of the other Departments, and Aweri-
ean agriculture has couie to have o new
and greater world meaning because of
his active constructiveness awml never
flagging energy.

Secretury  Wilson Is rendering the
Awmeriean farmer a notable service and
Bie has won the confidence of the peo-
ple to a great degree as Is evidenced
by the many tributes pald him since
the recent trouble in his Departwent.
Rather than being censurable for the
“graft" discovered, it is to Secretary
Wilson's high credit that so little of
this sort of thing has occurred. It Is
impossible to build up such an fm-
mense organization as s the present
Department of  Agriculture  without
some evil creeping in and without some
deslgning individuals getting onto the
puy rolls for the purpose of private
galn other than their salaries.

Secretury Wilson will not resign to
meet the demands of o few sensation
mongers, shmply because the country
which is benefitting so lurgely through
his splendid work will not hear of it
any wore than they wounld agree to
Secretary Taft's resignation following
the disgrace of every army officer, or to
President Roosevelt's retirement every
time that one of his appolutments
turns out badly.

THE IRRIGATION OF A DATRE

GLOVE; A NATIVE ARAB POLLENATING A DATE TREE; DATE SUCKERS BAGGED READY FOR SHIP-
MENT TO WASHINGTON, AND CAMELS BROWSING IN A FIELD OF BEERSEEM OR EGYPTIAN CLOVER.

plants,
six different languages and knows
pretty uearly every plant that grows,
He Is one of BSecretary Wilson's
“bright young men,” and he has or-
ganized nnd is in charge of the sec-
thom of Plaut nnd Seed Production, at
present a modest branch of the De-
partment, but one which Is destined,
in my judgmeut, to become one of Its
most important bureaus. This divi-
sion already has some ten thousand

ts new to America, which are be-

grown and tested all over the coun-

New Plants of Promise.

“['here Is not a state nor a territory
in the country,” sald Mr. Falrehild, “in
which the crops, staple and subsidiary,
are not capable in many cases of be-
ing lanted by more
ones. bhave found pew plants and
pew varleties of old ones almost every-
where I turned, In every one of the
grand divisions of the earth, which
somewhere In our own country will
comstitute an improvement upon the
our farmers are already grow-
Our farmers are growing per-
barley or wheat or some other
erop and TAre making monuy

Mr. Fairchild speaks five or|

successful |

Seelless Grapes, Maiting Barley
and Luxuriant Hops.

On a tour of Investigation through
Europe, Mr. Falrchild secured many
important fruits and vegetables. The
Sultanina secdless grape was sent In
frow Italy. The Huasco seediess raisin
grape was another find. The best
malting barley In the world was
found growing at an old town in Mo-
ravia. Introduced under the name of
Hanna barley, it bas already proved
of value to those regions where it has
been grown, especlally on the Pacific
coast. It Is not only earlier, but
heavier ylelding than other barleys;
and If it Is found that it ean be gen-
erally substituted for the barleys now
grown, its increased yleld of from one
to two and a half bushels per acre will
add enormously to the aggregate out-
put. A study of the hop regions of Eu-
rope disclosed the fact that the Ameri-
can hop Is far Inferior In quality to
the best Europenn varieties. The |
portation of young plants for the pur-
pose of producing better American
hops was undertaken by the Depart-
ment as a result of this discovery.

- Bamboo Will Thrive In U, S,

The Jordan almond, the finest va-
rlety in the world, was found growing
lnsmhlndutmmmmdun‘:

A Peculiar Horse.

The excellence of the English Colo-
nial educationnl systems Is evidenced
by the following interesting descrips
tion of the horse by a Bombay stu-
dent:

“The horse Is a very uoble quadru-
ped, but when he is angry he will not
do so. He Is ridden on the spinal cord
by the bridle and sadly the driver
places his foots on the stirrup, and
divides his lower limbs across the sad-
dle, and drives his animal to the
meadow., He has a long mouth, and

his head is attached to the trunk by | legisla

a long protuberance called the neck.
He has four legs; two are in the front
gide and two are afterwards. These
are the weapons on whicl he runs,
and also defends himself by extending
those In the rear in a paralle]l direction

M| coward his foe, but this he does only

when ip & vexatious mood. His food:
ing is generally grasses and gralns.
He Is also useful to take on his back
4 man or woman as well as some car-

SOME AFTER THOUGHTS.

Distriet Attorney Jerome, of New York,
says he isl ‘u wau lutﬂutl;m-m hHo Is putting
up a pretty  goo t, -though, on t
.\’Lw \Purk grafters, . .

—

Sclentists are debating how long A man
can live under eertaln conditions sfter his
neck has been broken. Among the poli
ticlans there are n good many with necks
Itni:l::--t who have been dead ones for some-

L

In declding a divorce sult, a Clnclnnati

{:;dg:mtu: stated tgll ;l wan Is entitled

upper, aod o hot supper at that

when he gets home.'' The N'Yg:m:e shows

that this man got a great many hot roasts

uﬁn his return home, but not of the kind
that be counld eat.

““Why would you t married
t‘" asks ‘I,Inl:—?:inm‘y Bmith, It:
Ing recently of summer ﬂﬂlﬂlp.

The 2 many of us would mot
is due to a nclination to violate the law
against blgamy.

fn Nebraska and Missourl are

Pere Killed B sitiiren: thit b Bl
an 14l n sta

for $5,000. 'That o

ture §5,000, hat's what taey
chal in Missourl, §1, lece—dozen
rates, $10,000. it

“Aoanlhn womsn h.:.n um}oelndrn
to the mm .

tall bank cash-
lers who are so short at the banks that
:muu had to go abroad on bhealth

S B
.
somethl nnelihl-
thc-:r‘vukku b
shall a

i JAMES 8. KIRK & COMPANY

The Strong

LOUISVI

Mson & Tymlin

PIANOS AND ORGANS

BTANDARD OF THE WORLD

Foster’s Ideal
Cribs

Accident Proof

A Quarter of
a Century
- of unfailing service _

proves the

ABSOLUTE RELIABILITY
of the

Remington

TYPEWRITER

WYCKOFF, SEAMANS & BENEDIOT
S%7 BROADWAY, NEW YOAN

Kirk's

AMERICAN GROWN

In Perfect Adaptability Under all Conditions to

MANUFACTURED . BY

Kentucky Wagon Manufacturing Co.

LARGEST PRODUCERS OF FARM WAGONS IN THE WORLD

0ld Hickory

LLE, KY.

PENSIONS.

‘ Over one Million Dollars

allowed our clients during the last
six years.

Over one Thousand
claimsallowed through us dur-
ing the last six mouths. Dise
aiility. Age and In-
crease pensions obtoined

[in the shortest possible time.
Widows' claims a specialty.
Usually granted within 90
days il placed with us immedi-
ately on soldier's death. Fees
fixed by law and payable out of
allowed pension. A successful
experience of 23 years and benefit
of daily calls at Pension Bureau
are at your service. Highest ref-
erences furnished. Local Magis-
trates pecuniarily

| benefited@ by s

claims.
' TABER & WHITMAN (0.,
Warder Bld'g, Washington,D.C,

|

Faultless in
l nstruction, ‘
Self-adjusting, -

{ AlwaysEasy,
Ouy

!

SOAP

[s~a"green "sdap, “consistency of -
perfect cleanser for automoblle ll:::;:;
and-all vehloles; will not Injure the most
highly polished surface. Made from pure

olls. It your dealer does not
AMERICAN CROWN BOAF
In stock, send us his name and address

plied.. Put‘'up in 1214, 25 and 50 Ib, palls.

EHICACOSILE,
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Producers 6f Northe

Ornamen

FLOWERING

shipped by express.
(1)

| The Missoula Dursery |
z i G SR

y Small Fruit
Shrubs, Vines and_Rosea.E

—_—
THE EVERBEARING STRAWBERRY §

! own acclimated trees s &
best varieties_for planting in Northern Btat::;d e i
5 i

| Every Variety of STANDARD FRUIT |

fl‘horonglxl; tested lpplsf Pears, Plums,

1

orries and &
lants, j :

A SPECIALTY OF _ &
PLANTS AND SHRUBS

Cut Flowers and Floral Designs. -Also Vege
Onhlogu.‘ e and

» .

List
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